
9Chapter 1: Sociology and the Study of Social Problems

EXPLORING social problems
HIV and AIDS

U.S. Data Map 1.1  �Rates of persons aged 18–64 years living 
with a diagnosis of HIV infection, 2008

Data Source: Centers for Disease Control and Prevention 2013.
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Figure 1.2  �New HIV infections by race/ethnicity, 2010
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SOURCE: Centers for Disease Control and Prevention 2014.

Figure 1.3  �Estimated new HIV infections, 2010, for the most affected subpopulations

SOURCE: Centers for Disease Control and Prevention 2014.

NOTE: MSM stands for “men who have sex with men.” IDU stands for “injecting drug user.”

White MSM

Black Male IDUs

Hispanic/Latino
Heterosexual Women

White Heterosexual Women

Black Heterosexual Men

Black Heterosexual Women

Hispanic/Latino MSM

Black MSM

0 2,000

1,100

1,200

1,300

2,700

5,300

6,700

10,600

11,200

4,000 6,000 8,000 10,000 12,000

Number of New HIV Infections

Men
Women

WHAT DO YOU THINK?
More than 1.1 million Americans are living with HIV/AIDS (Centers 
for Disease Control and Prevention 2013).

Despite representing 12% of the U.S. population, African 
Americans accounted for 44% of all new HIV infections among 
adults and adolescents (13 years or older) in 2010 (refer to Figure 
1.2). Gay and bisexual men account for most of the new infections 

among whites and African Americans. Men who have sex with 
men (MSM) are most at risk for HIV infections (refer to Figure 1.3).

How should health programs or policies address the risk factors 
for these populations? What structural barriers might make these 
populations difficult to reach?

Which groups have the lowest number of new HIV infections?


